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Albany 
--- 

Dear Volksblatt: 

 Inasmuch as nothing from our area here 

has appeared in the Volksblatt for some 

time, I bring you the little I know. In 

Albany a large hall has been built for the 

purpose of making speeches in it. Also a 

large schoolhouse is being erected – a stone 

structure which is to cost $15,000 in 

worker’s earnings. The ground floor is 

more or less complete. It is an imposing 

building. 

 The cotton harvest turned out better than 

expected at first. In spite of the drouth it is 

yielding 3 bales per acre if rains and storms 

did not ruin it. We didn’t have any 

sandstorms. Everyone received enough feed 

for his own use. I am satisfied with my 

crops and holding my own with the South 

and East. 

 What frightens many people away from 

the West is that there are no beer and 

whiskey here. I have not suffered any need. 

Here one gets more for his money than in 

the south and east, and better wares. We are 

getting a better price for cotton. Up to now 

I have gotten above 13 cents. Animals are 

fat here. We have plenty of grass in spite of 

the drouth, and we probably won’t need to 

feed the stock until Christmas if there is no 

snow. A few have already sowed their oats 

but it won’t come up because it is too dry. 

 On Monday the 18
th
 (of Oct) we had a 

nice rain so good that I couldn’t get to the 

city until the 19
th
. When I was on the way, I 

saw a large rattlesnake. My son wanted to 

kill it. I said, “Let it be. It could bite you 

and we don’t have any medicine.” When 

we go to the city my medicine was there 

and I thought, “Now we could kill that 

snake.” 

  

Greetings to all Volksblatt readers and to 

the publisher! 

Wm. Grothe 

 

Translated by Rev. Robert Koenig 
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